Introduction
In the past, when syphilis was more prevalent, bone and joint symptoms and signs were well recognized (Hutchinson, 1887; Fournier, 1906;  Stokes, Beerman, and Ingraham, 1944) . Since the introduction of penicillin, reports on bone or joint involvement have mainly concerned individual cases. Two leading articles (British Medical Journal, 1972 , 1975 ) drew attention to the variable manifestations of secondary syphilis, the latter describing aching pains in the long bones, muscles, and joints. Six Case 6 A 51-year-old homosexual electrician presented with a sub-preputial ulcer, dark-field negative for T. pallidum, and negative results to the VDRL and RPCF tests.
He failed to return for further examination as advised, but 1 month later he complained of retrosternal discomfort and flitting aches and pains in the chest, lumbar region, and both shins. He was examined by a general physician who excluded any recent cardiac disease but noticed a rash. Examination There was an erythematous eruption on the face and trunk, generalized lymphadenopathy, anal condylomata lata, and tenderness over the sternum, costo-chondral joints, and both shins. Laboratory investigations VDRL test positive 1 in 8; RPCFT positive; FTA/ABS test positive; ESR 27 mm/ 1st hr. Radiographs of chest, costo-chondral joints, spine, and tibiae normal.
During the period in which these six cases were seen, 144 cases of secondary syphilis were seen in men. This gives an incidence of 4 2 per cent with pains.
Discussion
An incidence of 4 2 per cent. of cases of secondary syphilis with bony pains is in keeping with earlier reports (Beardwell and Jacobs, 1969) .
The cause of these pains is not clear. Fournier (1906) Constitutional symptoms, varying from slight to severe (King and Nicol, 1975) , are well recognized in secondary syphilis and these may include aching pains. Fluker (1974) drew attention to secondary syphilis presenting as an influenza-like illness with headache, aching pains in the limbs and back, and pyrexia. The patients described here illustrate the variety of pains which may occur in secondary syphilis. 
syphilis.

Bony symptoms in secondary
